
BLACKBURN & DISTRICT TABLE TENNIS LEAGUE - RULES 

2017-18 
 

General: 
1. The league shall be known as the Blackburn & District Table Tennis League. 

2. The object of the League shall be to create and maintain interest in the game of table tennis 
within the district. 

3. The League shall be confined to within a 7 mile radius of Blackburn Town Hall. 

4. The League shall be affiliated to Table Tennis England and the L.T.T.A. and all matches shall 
be played according to the rules laid down by these associations.  

5. The number of teams in a Division shall be determined by the Management Committee at 
their first meeting of the season. 

Registration: 
6. The League subscription fee shall be £60.00 per team which shall include a minimum of 3 

registered players.  Additional players may be registered up until 31st December 2016.  
Subscriptions should be paid at the AGM prior to the start of the season.  Any team not 
having paid their subscriptions by then may receive a fine and/or points deduction at the 
discretion of the Management Committee.  Subscriptions for youth teams (under 18) shall 
be £30.00.  

7. The Final date for registration of players shall be 31st December for each season, after which 
time registration must be approved by the Management Committee. It is the team 
secretary’s responsibility to record, for each player, their name, date of birth, postcode and 
Table Tennis England number. These must be shared with the secretary before a player can 
play.  

8. No player shall be allowed to play for more than one club at the same time.  Clubs having 
more than one team shall register distinct teams in order of merit before any matches are 
played.  No player shall assist a team in a lower division or any team in the same division.  A 
player may assist one particular team in a higher division in the season, but after 3 such 
matches, he or she shall automatically become registered with that team and may not revert 
back to his original team unless the Management Committee give their consent. 

9. Any Club desiring the transfer of a registered player from another Club must first obtain the 
permission in writing of the Club for which they are registered before approaching the 
player.  When a Club refuses the transfer desired by another Club or player the said Club or 
player may lay the case before the Secretary who will call a meeting of the Management 
Committee which, having satisfied itself that the player in question has a bona fide reason 
for desiring a transfer (the onus must rest with the player), shall have the full power to deal 
with the matter as they think it fit.  No transfer of a player from one Club to another will be 
affected until approved by the Management Committee. 

10. Any Club playing an ineligible player shall forfeit the match 10-0 at the discretion of the 
management committee. 

11. All new players in the League should have played in two matches in the league programme 
so that they can be assessed for handicap rating before they can play in handicap 
competitions. At management committee’s discretion, a player known to the committee 
may be provisionally handicapped without having played 2 matches and this handicap will 
be adjusted when more results are available. To be eligible for semi-finals and above all 



players must have played at least 3 league games. To be eligible to enter the tournament, 
players should have played a minimum of 2 games, subject to management discretion. 

12. Any player having played in a team which has been knocked out of the above competition 
cannot assist a team still in the competition. 

Governance: 
13. The League shall be governed by a Management Committee, appointed annually at the 

Annual General Meeting of registered members and shall: 

a) Compromise: Chairman, Vice Chairman, Secretary, Fixtures Secretary and 
Tournament Secretary plus 4 other members.  Four members to form a quorum.    

b) Consider all applications for membership. 

c) Deal with claims, disputes and reports submitted by teams. 

d) Deal with all other matters which may arise.  The Committee shall be responsible for 
handicapping competitions.  The Committee's decision in all matters relating to the 
League shall be final. 

e) Each team individually represented at the A.G.M. shall be entitled to one vote. 

f) All nominations and proposals for consideration at the AG.M. must be received by 
the League  Secretary at least 7 days prior to the A.G.M. 

g) Should any member of the Management Committee absent themselves without 
reasonable cause from any 3 meetings in any one season, they will be asked if they 
wish to continue in their role. 

14. Protests by any Club must be sent in writing to the Secretary within 7 days of the date of the 
match to which it refers.  A copy of the protest must also be sent to the Fixtures Secretary 
and the opposing team Secretary, failure to comply will render the protest null and void.      

15. In the event of a claim or dispute of any nature being dealt with by the League Management 
Committee, a representative of each club shall be invited to attend a meeting to represent 
the facts regarding the dispute.                       

16. Any fines imposed by the League shall be paid to the Secretary within 14 days of notification. 

17. Any suspended players shall be suspended for a specific number of matches, such matches 
to be named at the time of suspension. 

Operation: 
18. All teams shall play one home and one away match with every other team in the Division.  

For safeguarding reasons, games involving junior teams from St Bedes will be played at St 
Bedes home and away. 

19. Teams shall consist of 3 single players, 9 single sets shall be played (the best of 5 games 11 
up, unless the score be 10 all when the first player to obtain a two point lead shall win the 
game), between 3 players of each side playing all 3 of the other side once.  Also 1 double set 
(best of 5 games) for which an additional player or players may be introduced.  The match 
must be played to a finish and the team winning the most sets shall be the winner of the 
match and shall be awarded 1 point per set in the competition.  Should a draw result each 
team shall be awarded 5 points. 

20. The brand and grade of ball used in all matches to be 40mm, 3 star as approved by Table 
Tennis England. 



21. All matches should start at the pre-arranged time and no later than 7.30pm.  To ensure 
continuity of play, one player should be present by the publicised start time to start the 
match, the second no more than 15 minutes later and the third no later than 1 hour after 
the publicised start time.  If the match does not start by 8.00pm the team present may claim 
the match.  If any player is not in attendance by the stipulated time the opponents may 
claim the 3 games which that player would play.  In addition, if less than three players attend 
a match, then three points may be deducted from the team’s league points total at the 
discretion of the Management Committee.   

22. In the event of any team not fulfilling an engagement their opponents shall be awarded the 
points. Only by mutual arrangement can the date of the match be rearranged; in this event 
the match must be rearranged and played within the appropriate cycle of fixtures.  All 
outstanding games as at the end of January from the first cycle will be declared void; 
likewise from the second cycle will be declared void if outstanding two weeks after the end 
of the season. The responsibility of adhering to the above rule is with the home team 
Secretary.  

23. Completed fixture cards must be received by the Fixtures Secretary within 5 days of the 
match otherwise three points may be deducted from the home team's league points total. 

24. The umpire for each game must be mutually agreed upon, and the scoring be generally 
undertaken alternately. 

25. In the event of a tie for a position that has a bearing on a Championship, promotion or 
relegation, there shall be a play-off at a neutral club.  The play-off to be the best of 9 games: 
i.e. no doubles. 

 

26. In the event of any question arising, not provided for in these Rules, such questions shall be 
referred to the Management Committee, whose decision shall be final. 

 


